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CARITAS –The Soul of Modern Apostolate
Charity in the Church life is not something incidental that causes an attitude of compassion towards the person 
who suffers. The charitable activity is not a form of solidarity, a kind of mutual support, which is found in many other 
nonprofit associations, although many of them are worthy of respect.
The charitable activity of the Church is the essence of the Good News, entrusted by Christ to his disciples in order 
to spread it and confess it to the ends of the earth.
The Church has pursued its mission throughout the ages, in accordance with the change of the living conditions, 
needs and institutions with instruments and ways that these conditions demanded or allowed. Since the first ap-
ostolic community to the current diocesan and parish communities, the Church has made of the New Command-
ment the foundation of its mission in the world: to proclaim the “Gospel of Charity” through words and to witness 
it through facts.
When the Diocese of Iasi set up Caritas Diocesan Centre, it did not include a new dimension of the apostolate, 
but intuitively found out, with great sensitivity towards the requirements of the new times, the proper operational 
instrument, adequate for the new expectations of a rapidly changing society, in order to make out of love the fun-
damental food of the apostolate.
Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi together with its branches Caritas Roman and Bacau, in all the years since they have 
been operating, answered the new realities and demands of the society and church and improved continuously 
their own interventions, although it was in the midst of many difficulties and it had to face above all the lack of 
means, and why not admit the reality, the material poverty, which affects most of the citizens of this country.
If there is a specific field of pastoral action of the universal Church, and with it of each particular Church, in which 
with great anxiety the evangelical word of fewer workers and the vastness of the harvest can be applied, it is un-
doubtedly the charitable field: the increasing number of the “poor” affected by the various “poverties” and needs on 
the one hand, and on the other, the few workers who still carry through their dedication and devotion the “good 
news of love” everywhere and especially where it is urgently needed.
The Diocesan Caritas, through the initiatives of its three centres is now everywhere and follows its specific course, 
which can be summed up in: the promotion of charity, raising people’s awareness on all forms of poverty phenom-
ena, concrete immediate and daily support for those in need.
Caritas Diocesan Centre report for 2011 is an evidence of the variety of areas where it is involved every year, with 
powerful effects on children, young people and seniors, and on the marginalized and prospecting new opportuni-
ties to provide a future and a job for many youth.
Together with Bishop Petru Gherghel I want to express our gratitude for every worker and leader of the various 
sections of the Caritas Centre of Iasi, Caritas Bacau and Caritas Roman, for their work and professionalism proved in 
all the initiatives promoted every year, because they transformed the charitable work into a true apostolate and a 
true evangelism.
The Diocesan Caritas allows the Bishop to be present in many emergency situations, with confidence that no one is 
forgotten, that no form of poverty is neglected. We admire the spirit of social service and dedication of all employ-
ees and volunteers of Caritas Centre and we wish all to have the courage to expand more the areas of their hearts 
to reach as many of those who suffer and need help, exercising true “diaconate of charity”.

With our blessings for a fruitful apostolate, rich in works of charity.

Auxiliary Bishop Aurel PERCĂ
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Foreword

We would not be realistic and grateful to God for His aid unless we presented in this annual report the real achieve-
ments and accomplishments of Caritas Centre of Iasi in the year 2011. We began the year under the auspices of skepti-
cism as regards the economic crisis that threatened the society with a serious financial jam.
In a less favorable environment for development and initiative we close ranks in an effort to find new solutions to 
carry on the same standard of Christian charity and solidarity, which are governing principles that have guided Cari-
tas Centre of Iasi since its founding day. In this effort we could not ignore the priorities and opportunities the society 
considering the well-established identity and strategy of Caritas as an association with public utility status, belonging 
to the Catholic Church.

We live a time in an European country which requires certain standards of quality and professionalism, in which you 
cannot ignore the new challenges or the tensions and demands of a society in constant change and transformation. 
Therefore we had to meet these challenges with the idea to create a continuity of the traditional social programs of 
Caritas Diocesan but also to provide stability to the people involved in these structures, beneficiaries, social workers 
and volunteers.

We strengthened strategic partnerships with collaborators and funders, with confidence in the opportunity offered 
by the European funds. We had the courage to draw up a plan with our own forces and to submit several European 
projects for funding from several state entities and now we are currently implementing such a project that is thought 
as a binder among the priorities of Caritas Centre of Iasi.
In the European Year of Volunteering we cultivated the concept of volunteering through training and educational 
activities in this area, aimed at developing a local network.

We thank all those involved in the activities of Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi as referenced to in this report, national 
and international partners, collaborators, donors and volunteers and especially the Roman Catholic Diocese of Iasi, 
priests, parishioners and consecrated persons, but also all benefactors for their trust and support.

Manager,                   Executive manager,
Pr. Egidiu Condac          Pr. Marius Adam
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„St. Joseph” Placement Center is a fam-
ily type home, with permanent resi-
dence for children and youth, which 
aims at protecting the rights of the chil-
dren in difficulty and at offering high 
quality services which should contrib-
ute to the biological, psychological and 
social development of its beneficiaries. 

The Centre is now functioning accord-
ing to a certain project, is based on the 
assessment of the specific need of each 
child and young person, considered as 
a unique and complex individual, with 
his/her own identity and history. 

The main long term objective of the service is the social and family in-
tegration of the beneficiaries. Thus, two beneficiaries were socially re-
inserted in their original families and three new beneficiaries were in-
cluded in the centre in 2011.
During holidays most beneficiaries go to their families or to other fami-
lies who are willing to welcome them.

ACTIVITIES:
I. Education and training. The social educator together with a volun-
teer team organizes and helps directly the beneficiaries with their home-
work. In 2011, the permanent volunteers of the center offered tutoring 
in Math, English and Romanian for the beneficiaries in the eighth grade.
The beneficiaries of the centre are involved in various self management 
activities, which are meant to encourage an autonomous life style, in-
creasing the self management capacity and independent life skills.

II. Personal and spiritual counseling. The beneficiaries often come 
from a socially disadvantaged environment, from families where exces-
sive alcohol consumption and violence are present. This leads to psy-
chological trauma that may influence their personal development in 
general. The deep psychological and spiritual suffering can also be ex-
plained by the death of one or both parents. Therefore, the psychologi-
cal counseling correlated with spiritual counseling can be regarded as 
one of the core interventions of our services.

III. Social-cultural activities - In 2011, activities for the education and 
development of biological, psychological and social skills of the benefi-
ciaries were organized:
 - In the „Caravan of Spring” the beneficiaries together with the 
coordinator of the centre visited their families and offered greeting 
cards and flowers to their mothers, grandmothers or aunts on the 
occasion of spring. This activity improved significantly the relationship 

„St. Joseph” Placement Center
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of the children with their families and there was a lot of emotion shown 
from both sides!
- Meetings with the beneficiaries of “La Salle” Social and Educational 
Centre, with the purpose to educate through sports and games. The 
non-formal feature of this activity facilitated socializing among young 
people, while they were encouraged to work in teams, to accept losing 
and winning equally and to learn the spirit of fair play.

The beneficiaries of “St. Joseph” youth center and beneficiaries of “La 
Salle” Social and Educational Centre attended a cultural campus, which 
was organized by the “Brothers of the Christian Schools” Iasi, in collabora-
tion with a group of three French teachers and the association “Semil” 
from the city of Lille, France. In the campus the youths had the opportu-
nity to discover a different culture and values through sports, gastrono-
my and music.

- The beneficiaries attended an educational activity that aimed to avoid drug use and to lead a healthy lifestyle. The 
activity was organized at the “World No Tobacco Day” in collaboration with the Anti-Narcotics Department.

- The beneficiaries made a trip to Targu Neamt and visited tourist attractions.

- Cooperation with the Association “First Step” for implementing an information service regarding the prevention of 
alcohol and tobacco. The goal was to make young people aware of the side effects of an early beginning of sexual life.

- The participation of the girls’ choir at the Mass in the sanctuary of Cacica, which was also broadcast live on the 
Radio Iasi. Liturgical hymns were sung on the occasion.

- The Christmas card workshop took place with the help of the beneficiaries. The aim of the workshop was to 
make Christmas cards and sell them to obtain the necessary funds for gifts but also to enable independent life skills.

- The Christmas carols program was offered for the elderly who are included in the home care program to bring 
them a little joy during Christmas time.
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Our objectives:
1. To offer educational and material support for such children.
2. To improve self esteem through educational, interactive group meth-

ods.
3. To improve school performance through: support, guidance for each 

child. 
4. To train volunteers in this field. 

Services offered
- educational support (helping with homework, explaining the informa-

tion taught at school, test simulations);
- a minimum material support (school supplies, clothes, shoes, cleaning 

supplies);
- extra scholar activities (visits to museums, house museums, monaster-

ies, etc.);
- gifts (food, clothes) on the occasion of national and religious celebra-

tions (1st June, Christmas, Easter);
- feasts and celebrations for the assisted children and their families;
- educational shows and videos;
- civic actions for a clean and tidy environment;
- basic computer training sessions;
- entertaining games;
- snacks and refreshments.

Events:
Ten years of Don Bosco. On 31st January the tenth anniversary of our 
project was celebrated through the event, “Don Bosco and the children”. 
The most important element of the event was a play in which the life 
and work of St. Don Bosco was performed. Thus the audience found out 
who Don Bosco was, and what he had done for children and adoles-
cents. The artistic program was aimed at informing and also at raising 
the awareness of the audience towards the need to care for the helpless 
people.

“Don Bosco” Resource Center for Chil-
dren and Young People, an „after 
school” type of project, created by 
Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi in Sep-
tember 2000, addresses primary school 
children who come from underprivi-
leged families and risk dropping out of 
school.

“Don Bosco” Resource Centre 
for Children and Young People 
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Let us learn to dream our future. We visited the following institutions: 
The Fire Brigade of Roman and Enzo B farm from Izvoare to give children 
from disadvantaged environments professional models. Such models 
are not available in their families, so they will allow them to define their 
future goals by addressing a new environment.
Little Boy Scouts. On the occasion of 1st June 60 beneficiaries of the 
Don Bosco Resource Centers from Iasi and Buruieneşti went on a trip to 
Neamt Fortress and to “Radu Voda” zoo. The impact on the children was 
very powerful, as this was their first experience of this kind and a unique 
opportunity to visit places they had heard of only from books.
Be a family that already exists was the title of the campus initiated by the 
church “St. Therese of the Child Jesus” from Iasi in the period 31st January 
to 6th February 2011. “Don Bosco” Resource Center was invited to partici-
pate with 10 beneficiaries. They attended workshops on drawing, music, 
sculpture, folk dance, theater, ballet and fun games that gave them the 

opportunity to develop and and self-express in a creative manner.
The confrontation between the generations. The children of Don Bosco Resource Center from Buruineşti went 
through the village and conducted interviews from seniors related to their way of living their childhood. From all in-
formation gathered, they understood they could learn more about the history of the village and discovered things 
that they did not know in advance.
A drop of colour and soul. “Don Bosco” Resource Centers from Iasi and Buruieneşti enjoyed the visit of three for-
eign volunteers. Two volunteers came from the Italian Association “Aiuta I Bambini” and the third volunteer came as 
a result of the cooperation with the Romanian student organization AIESEC. The period was characterized by the 
dynamism and energy of volunteers, full of color and soul. The children had the opportunity to come in contact 
with people from abroad to ask them questions about their country. The two Italian volunteers, Giulio and Isabel 
prepared the children for various clown and theater pieces. Jeyhuna, a volunteer from Azerbaijan, offered the chil-
dren free English lessons.
Violence is no pathway to education. Parents were invited to participate to several thematic metings, to learn 
more about education and teaching methods in relation to their children. The purpose of these meetings was to 
develop parenting skills and to inform about nonviolent methods of education which parents often “forget”about 
and use violence instead.

Testimonials of Beneficiaries
“Don Bosco” Centre is for me a great place where I learn every day to build 
my own future and to fulfill my dreams. My parents left the country and 
my family now consists only of my grandmother. In “ Don Bosco “ Centre 
I found a second family that supports me and tells me that I am valuable 
for somebody.” (Gabi)
“I did not study enough to help my child with her homework. I even for-
got how to play with her or laugh at her little naughty acts. I forgot that 
a child is hope and also a light. Throughout the year when my daugh-
ter went to “Don Bosco” Center I learned again to be a good mother. Al-
though at times the poverty seems to overcome us, I try to be with my 
child every day, learning a new survival lesson.” (mother)
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Purpose: To assist persons passing through a difficult period in life 
(poverty, marginalization) until the causes which lead to their present 
situation gradually disappear. The program includes also requiring the 
assistance of the society to support the individuals.

Objectives:
1. To identify the urgent and latent needs in the region by offering the 

underprivileged persons and families the opportunity to be under-
stood and listened to.

2. To enhance, involve, recognize and support the rights of people who 
are in need through projects of individual support.

3. To promote a solidarity pattern among people from the community 
through training courses for adults in difficult situations.

4. To create collaboration relationships among internal and international 
networks.

5. To take in, guide and counsel persons in difficult situations according 
to their needs.

6. To encourage public participation of the Christian communities and 
the civil society so that the reality of the region is better known.

Activities:
“Interviews aimed to identify and determine the needs of disad-
vantaged persons/families”
In 2011 interviews were conducted to identify needs and to provide 
information and consulting services for a total of 975 persons in emer-
gency situations.

“Advice, assistance and material support for families in need”
In 2011, 240 individual counseling services, 250 material support ser-
vices and occupational counseling for 30 people looking for a job were 
offered.

Caritas Social Assistance Office is 
a program founded in 2000, which 
intends to decrease the number of 
underprivileged persons and families 
by developing projects and offering 
social assistance adjusted to the specific 
needs of this category of people. 

Caritas Social 
Assistance Office
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“Intervention projects in individual cases 
according to their needs”
From January to December 2011, 155 individual intervention plans were 
communicated to needy families to find solutions to their problems.

Events:
“A March for a smile”
In March, the social assistance department of the Caritas carried out a 
fundraising campaign called “A March for a Smile” in order to bring a lit-
tle joy to disadvantaged mothers, who often forget to smile. During this 
period, the volunteers crafted marches and sold them at several exhibi-
tions.
On 8th March, 15 mothers, beneficiaries of the Social Assistance Office 
received flowers, sweets for their children, smiles and encouragement in 
order to forget their daily worries. They received the flowers with joy and 

thanked most sincerely for the offered support.
 
“A Joy for Easter”
In April 2011, 15 poor families who have been involved over time in Caritas project activities received a food pack-
age for Easter. The excitement and joy were great because they regained hope around Easter holidays.

“The Family Day”
 On 18th May, an activity was organized for 12 parents and 28 children, who are beneficiaries of the Social Assis-
tance Office. The aim was to celebrate Family Day together in a pleasant environment, to raise the awareness of 
the beneficiaries towards the importance of the family and to offer support to those who have problems in their 
families. Through discussions, we discovered together several rules which can help avoid tensions that often occur 
in families and to re-establish harmony and communion. For the kids some nice surprises were prepared.

“A Joy as a Present for Christmas”
Christmas brings great joy to all Christians through the celebration of Nativity, but it also brings the desire to be 
close to the people in need. Caritas Social Assistance Office prepared a joy for Christmas for 35 families in need by 
distributing food parcels and Christmas gifts for the children. The gifts were prepared by many people who devoted 
much effort and commitment to bring joy these children.

We sincerely thank the volunteers and donors who supported our initiatives.
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Services offered:
- Qualification of young people in the field of woodcraft, ending with a 

diploma certified by the Ministry of Labour;
- Inclusion and placement on the labor market;
- Raising the awareness of the young people towards their value, inde-

pendence and identification of their own path in life through training, 
informing and independent life skills seminars. 

- 6-month monitoring of beneficiaries after the project ends

Activities and Results
1. Training of young beneficiaries
In March 2011, six young people completed successfully their final exa-
minations. In July, a new group started the training. The theory was 
combined with practice, so that the young people had access to the 
latest information and communication methods in the carpentry field. 
The practice took place in a workshop in Barnova, where the youth were 
constantly supervised and checked by professionals. After six months, 
they completed the course and passed the test successfully. The certifi-
cate confirmed their qualification as „carpenter.”

2. Training seminars, acquisition of life skills, 
socialization activities
Several seminars were organized for the youth to acquire socialization 
skills, to learn rules of behavior in the public according to situation and 
to lead an independent life. With the help of volunteers, social science 
students, the teenagers could discuss several topics: drug use, crimina-
lity, data processing, presentation methods, etc.

3. Individual and group counseling.
The project was run by a licensed psychologist or other active volunte-
ers, alumni of the Faculty of Psychology, who supervised and advised 
the young people. Such meetings take place in a team as role play or in-

“The Center for Social and Profes-
sional Insertion of Young People in 
Difficulty” was founded in 2002 and 
addresses young people with a low 
level of education and a critical fam-
ily environment (alcoholic parents, one 
parent families or numerous families, 
poor financial situation).

The Center for Social and Professional 
Insertion of Young People in Difficulty
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5.The project „I want to be an European farmer” in collaboration with the „Enzo B” - Farm Izvoare, Răchiteni.

In August 2011, a project which aimed at promoting and developing agricultural skills among young people from 
neighbouring villages of Rachiteni and offered information, training, counseling, and other support services. The 
objective of this activity was to show the young farmers the advantages of the modern technologies in agriculture 
compared to the traditional ones, but also the importance of the European funds for the development of agricul-
tural projects.

The project was initiated, organized, financed and supported logistically by the Italian association „Enzo B”. Among 
the beneficiaries were the young carpenters who were included in this project too. The Diocesan Center Caritas Iasi 
was also involved in project preparation and provided qualified personnel for the technical part, experts in the field 
of EU funds and in communication skills.

dividually. The counseling is meant as support service in the project. The 
initiative comes either from the young people, or from authorized per-
sonnel, when it is considered useful for the evolution of the beneficiaries.

4. Young people’s monitoring
By the end of training, employers, employees and partners are contacted 
to find jobs for the project beneficiaries. Some beneficiaries still work in 
the place where they were hired by our team. Others have already found 
better jobs, sometimes even abroad, due to their certificates obtained in 
the project.
Both during the training courses and in the monitoring period, the pro-
ject team visited the beneficiaries’ homes in order to identify their real 
needs but also to know their families, which are an important factor in 
the young people’s evolution.
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Caritas Anti-Drug Office is a resource for the local community in 
Iasi in the field of drug prevention 

In 2011, the activities of the anti-drug office were divided into 
five components:
• provision of direct services of individual psychological and social coun-

seling to direct beneficiaries;
• research activities;
• networking;
• Recreational activities for young people as an alternative to drug use.

Networking
Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi through its Anti Drugs Centre for Eva-
luation Prevention and Counseling became a member of the network 
„R.R.R. - Reduce the risk of relapse after imprisonment” together with 17 
governmental institutions and non-governmental organization of Iasi. 
Throughout the year, Caritas experts contributed to the development of 
the protocol and to the functionality framework of the network.

Counseling Services
The direct activities related to anti-drug prevention, evaluation and 
counseling were focused on the provision of psychological and social 
services for drug users and for family members where addiction for le-
gal and illegal drugs occurs and also on sociological research. Thus, in 
2011, psychological and social counseling for 8 persons were offered, of 
which 2 were dependent on ethnobotanical substances and three were 
addicted to alcohol. 3 other cases were supported spiritually, because 
they had family members who were addicted to alcohol and illegal sub-
stances.
The direct results of the psycho-social counseling services are better re-
lationships and new ways of communication between family members. 

Due to the importance of the anti-drug 
office and of its services provided for 
the local community, its accreditation 
was renewed for another three years 
by the Certification Commission for the 
Social Services Providers within the Iaşi 
Directorate of Labour, Social Solidarity 
and Family in September 2011.

Caritas Anti-Drug Office 
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Furthermore, they were helped to avoid certain places where drugs are 
consumed and traded.

Research
The research was continued in 2011. Thus, for a period of more than four 
months, a sociological study was conducted, including the drawing up 
of a questionnaire which was applied to 800 students of vocational high 
schools „Ştefan Procopiu”, „Anghel Saligny” and „Mihail Sturdza” from Iasi.
The questionnaire was used by the professors of the Faculty of Sociology 
at the University „Babes-Bolyai” in Cluj, in collaboration with experts of 
the anti-drug program of Caritas Romania. The research was conducted 
in four regions of the country: Iasi, Cluj, Timisoara and Brasov.

Recreational activities for young people
In May, volunteers and beneficiaries of the anti-drug office formed a football team in the competition „Friendship 
Football Cup”, 4th edition. The competition was sponsored by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Iasi. The aim of this 
competition was to promote healthy living through sport and to spend quality time together.

Education, promotion of volunteering and training for young experts
• 12 volunteers were recruited, trained and involved;
• The campaign for the promotion of volunteerism „Charity through Mission and Social Commitment” was conduc-
ted by two experts in the field of anti-drug as follows:
  - Săbăoani, 5th March 2011 – social worker Mariana Ursan
  - Bacău, 9th April 2011 - social worker Catalin ASĂVOAEI 

• 14 beneficiaries of „St. Joseph” Placement Centre attended an educational activity on the prevention of legal and 
illegal drug use. The activity was organized on „International Day Against Tobacco”, 31st May, in cooperation with 
Caritas social assistance office;
• 6 young professionals, graduates of social studies that spend their internship stages in non-governmental organi-
zations attended the seminar „Be informed, be responsible, be supportive!” in December 2011.
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In 2011, the home care team, made of 55 employees, together with the 
100 volunteers of the Home Care Service, assisted 1546 persons, who 
were provided with:
• 275 126 medical services
• 123 867 basic care services
• 112 253 community services.

Objectives:
1. To improve the quality of life for the assisted persons by providing 

home care services, both social and medical services, throughout the 
entire project;

2. To increase the integration and social participation of the assisted per-
sons, immobilized at home through socialization activities for a year;

3. To increase the performance of specialists and volunteers involved in 
the project by organizing training courses;

4. To increase the responsibility of the community and local administra-
tion by involving them in the program activities;

5. To decrease the burden of families who take care of immobilized fam-
ily members.

Events
Special visits around holidays
On special occasions as Easter, 8th March, Christmas holidays Caritas staff 
accompanied by volunteers paid festive visits to beneficiaries’ homes, 
which brought them much joy.
On these occasions, the elderly in need were also offered food packages 
provided by local sponsors.

Pilgrimage of sick persons to Cacica
On 13th May 2011, Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi in collaboration with 
the pastoral care department of the Diocese of Iasi and the Roman Cath-
olic parishes, organized the fourth pilgrimage of the sick to Mary’s sanc-
tuary of Cacica, Suceava county. The event was part of the actions which 

The purpose of the program is to in-
crease quality of life and the social 
integration of dependent, paralyzed 
persons, unable to care for their basic 
needs, by providing them home care 
service and social services.

The “Home Care Service” 
Program
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took place on the occasion of “World Day of the Sick” and was attended 
by 800 seniors, as well as by beneficiaries of the Home Care Centers.

The World Day of Seniors
On 1st October Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi in collaboration with the 
Roman Catholic parishes, associations and other religious orders, numer-
ous volunteers, organized the World Day of Seniors in all communities 
where there are elderly persons. The aim of this action was to draw the 
attention of the community on the problems of the elderly.

The Lent collection 
We thank all Roman Catholic parishes from the Iasi diocese for the col-
lection of the second Sunday of lent, which was raised for the elderly 
persons, immobilized at home, assisted through the ”Home Care Centre” 
program. We also thank all persons from abroad for their and participa-

tion to the second edition of the campaign „Turn your look back home”.

Testimonials of beneficiaries:
“My name is Maria and I am 78 years old. Thank you for the support you offer me, especially now, when my strength 
has left me. Your visits strengthen me back and help me bear my cross. God bless you. I will pray for you, so you can 
continue to do more good deeds.”(Maria, Suceava)

“Thank you for everything you do for me and my family. We have been assisted by the home care office since 2008 
and we are happy you stayed with us all this time. You relieved our pain and filled our hearts with joy when you 
came to visit us. We cannot but thank you for everything you have done for us. “(M. family, Iugani)”

“My name is Ana and I am 87 years old. Because of my health problems you are with me almost every day of the 
week. Thank you for your availability to come and relieve my pains. “(Ana, Bacau)

“With each visit you bring me great joy, and I am sure that you answered my prayers to God that I should not be 
alone. The support I get from you is very important to me, whether it involves a blood test or medication. Loneliness 
is the terrible disease of the old age and the center personnel helps me forget my loneliness. I am happy every time 
you can come to me. “(I, Veronica, 67 years Iasi).

“It’s hard to be old and alone. I have not much to put on the table, the pension is small, and the medicines are ex-
pensive. Caritas employees help me a lot. They bring me the necessary medicines, they accompany me to the doc-
tor, they do shopping for me. Their support is very important for me because they help me go easier over problems 
and encourage me every time. “(I, Mary, 79 years, Iasi)

We thank all collaborators who were involved in the implementation of this specific program, such as social assis-
tance and home care for the aged, who, due to their physical and spiritual condition are isolated in bed and/or at 
home. Hopefully we have managed to meet the needs of older people in difficult situations.
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The Assistance and Counseling Office for Disabled Persons (A.C.O.D.P.) is 
part of a national network that aims at improving the quality of life for 
disabled persons and at promoting their social integration. The program 
has been running in Iasi since April 2001 as a project of Caritas Confede-
ration Romania.

Services offered:
• Information and counseling. The counseling aims at bringing out 
the problems faced by the clients and at supporting them to find their 
own resources to solve them. The counseling sessions occur either at 
the office or at the client’s home.
• The promotion of disabled people’s interests and lobby. The pur-
pose of promotion is to support disabled people in their fight to ensure 
their rights, by influencing the administration and the social policies in 
this field, by improving the public image of the persons with disabilities 
and by representing their problems in front of various authorities.
• The integration of the persons with disabilities. This program in-
cludes: information and awareness campaigns, activities with and for 
persons with disabilities, courses for parents, family members and speci-
alists, advocacy campaigns, activities performed together with persons 
without disabilities.
• Support groups. The purpose of support groups is to determine its 
members to help each other, based on their own experience, to fight 
together for their own rights. The members of a support group can be 
persons with disabilities, parents/family members, professionals who 
work with disabled persons, groups/organizations with similar interests. 
• Training/refresher courses
The training sessions for persons with disabilities and their families in-
tend to readjust and/or develop their skills in order to face various situ-
ations. This service also provides courses for specialists who work with 
persons with disabilities and their families. 

Our vision is “A world in which 
A.C.O.D.P. offers complex services 
through a multidisciplinary team, in 
collaboration with local authorities 
and other NGOs.”

Our mission is to contribute to the 
improvement of the quality of life of 
people with disabilities through activi-
ties with them and for them and for the 
community where they live. We should 
consider all their needs and work with 
all stakeholders, so that disabled peo-
ple get a better life, integrate into soci-
ety and enjoy equality of opportunities.

The Assistance and Counseling Office 
for Disabled Persons Iasi
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• Volunteering. The work with volunteers aims at supporting their ac-
tivities as well as the A.C.O.D.P. services. Any person willing to help, who 
has the necessary abilities for such an activity and who respects the va-
lues promoted by A.C.O.D.P. program can become a volunteer.

Activities throughout the year 2011:
• „The Development of Social Economy for People with Physical 
Disabilities”
The project „Development of Social Economy for People with Physical 
Disabilities” is run by Motivation Foundation Romania in partnership with 
Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi through A.C.O.D.P. The project is funded 
for three years by the European Union and its main objective is to deve-
lop the social economy for people with physical disabilities which sho-
uld improve their individual mobility, promote their social integration 
and their integration on the labor market.

The project involved four activities for people with disabilities and related professionals:
1. The seminar „Independent living skills for people with disabilities” took place on 4th February 2011 in the Blue 

Room of Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi. The seminar was dedicated to professionals in the social, medical and 
kinesitherapy area. It also involved representatives of state institutions and nongovernmental organizations that 
provide services for people with disabilities.

2. The exchange of good practices through the project „Development of Social Economy for People with Physical 
Disabilities” took place on 31st May 2011 in Iasi (Tokyo Room of Ramada Hotel). The purpose of the seminar was to 
improve specific knowledge in the field, to develop the capacity to transmit information and experiences, as well 
as to identify successful practices in the service for people with physical disabilities.

3. The campus for disabled people and caretakers. The action took place in the period 14th – 19th June 2011 at 
Motivation Foundation campus in Văratec, Neamt county. The campus was attended by12 people with disabilities 
and their caretakers, volunteers.

4. The seminar „Independent living skills for people with disabilities” took place from 6th to 7th October 2011 in Rap-
sodia Hotel, Botosani. The event was attended by 13 persons with physical disabilities and 10 members of their 
families. The aim was to promote and develop independent living skills for people with physical disabilities.

Kinesitherapy services provided in A.C.O.D.P. home care system 
The project was organized in collaboration with “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University (Iasi), the Faculty of Physical Edu-
cation and Sports – the Kinesitherapy and Special Physiology department, and consisted of kinesitherapy services 
for people with disabilities. These services are provided by the students in their final year or master’s students, mo-
nitored by a specialist in the field. The provision of kinesitherapy services aims to support people with disabilities to 
be active in the recovery process.

„Sports beyond Barriers”
The action took place on 8th October 2011 in front of the City Hall of Iasi, and aimed at informing and raising the 
awareness of the public towards the potential of the people with disabilities and towards their presence within the 
community.
The event was organized in collaboration with “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University (Iasi), the Faculty of Physical Educa-
tion and Sports, and consisted of various sports practiced by people with disabilities. GOALBALL demonstrations 
with blind children from „Moldova” High School for the visually impaired from Targu Frumos, wheelchair basketball 
games with people with motor impairments, volunteers of Caritas service responsible for the assistance and coun-
seling of people with disabilities.
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There were no significant negative events requiring our intervention. 
Therefore this year we completed the long-term intervention after 
the floods from 2010, in the villages hit by floods then: Rotunda and 
Buruienşti from Neamt County.

In 2010 Caritas Diocesan Centre distributed food, personal hygiene 
products, blankets and mattresses, and began long-term interventions. 
In 2011 it ended the programs involving repairs, construction and 
distribution of building materials.

In Buruieneşti and Rotunda the procurement and distribution of building 
materials continued, teams of workers continued the repairs, completed 
homes and some homes were equipped with furniture.

Aso, in Buruienesti repair works were completed at houses for 50 families 
selected through welfare reports and in Rotunda repair works were 
completed for 20 families evaluated by social workers. The beneficiaries 
received building materials, according to the technical assessments 
made by experts who went to every house, performed measurements 
and provided technical advice. For families who could not make the 
repairs themselves, Caritas hired a team of workers who made the repairs 
and restored 15 tile stoves.

The construction of a seriously damaged house for a family with four 
children was also completed. The house had been so damaged that it 
could not be inhabited and the family could not obtain any support 
from the authorities to fix it. Caritas built a new house for this family and 
equipped it with furniture.

Caritas Centre of Iasi distributed, through its agricultural program, 
vegetable seed packs in Buruieneşti in spring 2011, thus allowed those 
who suffered from the floods to start seeding again. 320 families, whose 

2011 was a quiet year for the project 
Interventions in Emergency Situations 
and Natural Disasters. 

Interventions in Emergency 
Situations and Natural Disasters
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crops were destroyed by floods, were very happy to receive these packs, 
because their crops had been destroyed and they were not able to 
gather their own vegetable seeds to be planted the following year.

By the end of 2011, Caritas Centre of Iasi intervened in two fires. Two 
families, one of Barata, Bacau county and one in Miroslava, Iasi county 
were helped after their houses had caught fire and were partially 
destroyed. After the social and technical evaluation, the two families were 
helped with construction materials for the emergency rehabilitation of 
their houses, as the fires took place in winter.

Meanwhile, Caritas Center Iasi continued the program Disaster Risk 
Reduction. This program focused on children, who learned through a 
story and games how to react in a disaster situation and what to do to 
prevent such circumstances. Herman the Crab, the hero of this story, 

which passed through earthquakes, floods and fires was set as an example for the children.

Several meetings were organized by a group of community volunteers to continue preparing for emergencies.
 We wish for 2012 to have no intervention program, that no natural disasters should occur, but we are prepared to 
intervene and help people in the region of Moldova if necessary.
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Objectives
The main objective of the department is to increase significantly the 
social participation of the volunteers. Other objectives are: the personal 
and professional development of the volunteers, their training as per-
sons who can participate actively, in a responsible manner to all fields, 
the monitoring and evaluation of volunteers, the organisation of events 
meant to promote volunteering by involving volunteer work, the moti-
vation and gratification of the volunteers.

As 2011 was the European Year of Volunteering and Active Citizenship, 
Caritas Iasi promoted volunteerism throughout 2011 through various ac-
tivities and programs, in collaboration with various national organizations 
and local institutions, or by initiative of the Center and of our volunteers.

Volunteers Training 
From February to June and in October 2011, training courses with the 
title „Charity through mission and social commitment” were organised 
in all deaneries of the Diocese of Iasi. The purpose of these training ses-
sions in various communities and in the parishes of Diocese of Iasi was 
to identify the problems of the communities and to involve volunteers 
from the community in resolving or improving them.
The courses were attended by 227 people from 70 parishes in the Dio-
cese of Iasi, who intended to get involved as volunteers in the commu-
nity by dedicating time to learn to help others. Training sessions were 
held in: Butea, Sabaoani, Piatra Neamt, Bacau, Moineşti, Suceava, Onesti, 
Yellow and Iasi.
On Friday, 13th May, during the National Volunteer Week, the training 
of volunteer leaders took place, and was attended by 16 volnteers, the 
most dedicated of all Caritas volunteers from various programs and pro-
jects. The purpose of the course was to train responsible and competent 
volunteers, able to coordinate on their turn small groups of volunteers.
Moreover, the volunteers had the opportunity to learn practical knowl-

Through volunteering we promote 
teamwork, positive attitude towards 
volunteer work, and a practical, varied 
experience from the professional point 
of view. Thus, each person can gain 
knowledge and skills which she/he can 
use in life or in the future career.

Volunteering
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edge about leadership and to receive recommendations how to become 
good leaders.
Volunteers involved in the community by participating in actions of solidarity

Events:
For the second consecutive year, volunteers of Caritas Diocesan Cen-
tre participated actively in one of the largest ecological projects in the 
country, „Let’s Do It, Romania!” - National Cleaning Day.
The purpose of the action was to gather as much waste as possible, to 
raise the awareness of the community regarding the waste disposal in 
public places. Once again, they demonstrated that they care for the na-
ture and country they live in and went to clear forests of waste.

On Saturday, 7th May, over 100 Caritas volunteers answered the invita-
tion „Keep Iasi clean” and started an ecological action together with 

Apollo Mod Distribution employees. The campaign was extremely helpful and successful, a large number of volun-
teer participants showed once again that we have commited volunteers who always demonstrate responsibility, 
enthusiasm and willingness to help in various fields.

Since October this year, volunteers of Caritas Diocesan Centre were involved in the supervision of children hospital-
ized in „St. Mary „ Hospital Iaşi. Thus, 3 times a week, volunteers of Caritas Iasi supervised children at St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Iasi in the playground, animated groups of children through educational games and offered educational support.

From 17th to 21th October 2011, Caritas Centre of Iasi organized a football championship, „Charity Cup”. The ac-
tion was developed in partnership with six high schools in Iasi: „Mihai Eminescu” National College, „Emil Racovita” 
National College, „D. Cantemir” High School, Scoala Normala”Vasile Lupu”, Grup Scolar „Anghel Saligny”and Colegiul 
Tehnic de Electronică şi Telecomunicaţii. In this event, over 150 people were involved, students of the football 
teams, high school students, participating teachers, employees and volunteers of Caritas.
The main objective of the project was to promote volunteering and student involvement in charitable activities, 
while they had the opportunity to play in order to raise funds for sick children.

Promotion of Volunteering
On 16th May, 2011, we attended the „Volunteer Fair - Expovoluntar 2011” where 17 organizations and institu-
tions from Iasi were present in the same place during the day, and caught the attention of hundreds of passers-by.
For two days, Caritas Centre of Iasi attended The Social Economy Fair ONGFest. Thus, on 17th and 18th Septem-
ber, Stefan cel Mare Avenue was the meeting place for nearly 40 NGOs, humanitarian associations and foundations 
from Iasi and not only, where we had the opportunity to provide information to all those interested in learning 
about volunteer projects and programs of Caritas Center of Iasi.

Volunteers Gala
Monday, 5th December 2011, on International Volunteer Day, Caritas Centre of Iasi thanked the dozens of volun-
teers who were involved in charitable and voluntary actions throughout 2011. The event was organized in order to 
appreciate volunteers who dedicated their time, skills and knowledge to helping others.
Caritas Centre of Iasi thanked volunteers for their dedication and solidarity by offering them a party full of surprises 
and prizes and where they were praised and invited to walk on a red carpet.
14 dipolams of collaboration and 160 certificates for volunteers were awarded on the occasion. Five of the most 
active volunteers were also offered a trophy to certify their activity and their involvement in 2011.
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Fundraising in 2011

Campaigns. Donors
The local and regional communities answered our appeal for the sev-
enth consecutive year, as we ran the campaign “You are Caritas. Do-
nate 2% of your income tax” in the period 15th February - 16th May 
2011. More than 1,200 people chose to direct their income tax rate to 
Caritas, so they contributed to quality social and medical services of-
fered by Caritas to their elderly beneficiaries.

The relationship with our partners is very important for the performance 
of our activities and is based on the values and principles of our organi-
zation. Through several partnerships and with the support of volunteers 
we could organize also this year various exhibitions within some compa-
nies on various occasions like 1st March, Easter, Children’s Day. Hundreds 
of children from disadvantaged families, seniors, families in need have 
been helped in this way.

With the message, “We believe in the chance to education for every 
child! Give them a chance!” we organized for the third time the cam-
paign “Give a book for a smile!” to develop social responsibility to-
wards children coming from families with very difficult social situations. 
Through this campaign we intended to collect school supplies, books, 
toys, clothes, to prevent children from dropping out school because 
every child deserves a chance to education. A simple humanitarian ges-
ture can fulfill the dreams of hundreds of children and can change their 
lives in a positive way. Together with our partners and sponsors who 
joined our initiative, we assisted more than 100 children included in 
Caritas programs, thus we enabled a favorable beginning of the school 
year for them.

The third edition of the campaign “Turn your look back home” took 
place this year from 23rd October to 18th December. The focus of this 
campaign was to collect funds from Romanians who work in different 

Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi is com-
mitted to the organization of fundrais-
ing activities that provide an opportu-
nity to ensure further implementation 
of our services for marginalized people 
from Moldova. Taking their needs into 
account, we appealed to the generos-
ity of our business partners and com-
panies that can bring added value 
through their involvement and consis-
tency.
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countries of the world. Their donations were used to cover a part from 
the costs of the home care program for the elderly.

Through the campaign, “Give a smile at Christmas time” which took 
place from 1st to 15th December, we were able to bring hope and joy 
in the hearts of children and elderly beneficiaries of Caritas. Thanks to 
the support of sponsors, we donated toys, school supplies, clothing and 
food to our beneficiaries. The companies from Iasi got involved in this ac-
tion, and offered many children the opportunity to experience a happy 
holiday. At their turn, the children prepared carols and sang for those 
who did not forget how happy a child is when he/she receives a gift.

Fundraising events
The charity events, “Time at an Old Age” and “From Soul to Soul” 
were carried out from February to May 2011 in collaboration with educa-

tional institutions, and called for the solidarity of the community through voluntary participation of students and 
teachers in charitable activities. 

Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi co-operated for these actions with high schools, “Mihai Eminescu”, “Dimitrie Cantemir” 
and “Garabet Ibraileanu” from Iasi. Music, dance and theater performances were part of these fundraising activities 
which were attended and organized by many groups from these institutions. Sun they took part in leisure-time 
activities for older people. The aim of such actions was again to increase the social commitment of the community 
but also to ease the consequences of loneliness and social marginalization of the elderly and to support the chil-
dren from “Don Bosco” Resource Centre for Children and Young People. 

Volunteer Testimonials
“For me, Caritas is a place where I can always find someone ready to help me and where I’m always ready to help. I 
am very glad to be part of this organization, because we do not only help people financially, but give them hope, 
a smile, our friendship. And it is not easy to do that always, but we are all humans and it is important to overcome 
all worldly distractions, and feel the joy of the ones who are helped. I enjoyed the experience lived during the past 
two years since I’ve worked voluntarily for Caritas and I am encouraged to continue. “(Lorraine A.)

“Caritas is like a second family for me, where I am always welcomed with warmth and joy. Through my involvement 
with other volunteers in fundraising activities, I can do something useful and helpful for someone who really needs 
my support.” (Veronica F.)

“For me, the campaign organized before Christmas was very special because we wanted to help the needy children. 
The joy of helping someone was surprisingly nice, because poor children were helped by other children. Thank you 
for the chance you gave me to do something good.” (Lavinia)

We thank all donors, sponsors and partners who have been beside us again this year and offered their financial sup-
port for Caritas programs dedicated to children, teenagers and seniors. Thank you on behalf of those who benefited 
of this support, and also for the opportunity to become our partners in the fight for a noble cause.
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The main objective of the project: Facilitating access and participa-
tion on the labor market of people at risk of social exclusion and their 
families from six rural and urban communities located in N - E and cen-
tral regions of Romania.

Partners:
 - Caritas Alba Iulia Home Care Service
 - Caritas Diocesan Münster.

The project which aims at including disadvantaged groups on the labor 
market, started in January by setting 6 stations of social inclusion in: On-
esti, Suceava, Husi, Sabaoani, Carta and Filiaş and the Resource Centre 
for Social Inclusion in Iasi.

1. Activities in the 6 stations began with the selection of the first benefi-
ciaries, who were offered:
- Social-medical care at home
- Orientation and social-professional counseling on labor market par-
ticipation,
- training services in the following qualifications: home caregiver for sen-
iors, and home caregivers for children 

2. The activity in the Resource Center focused on
- Providing support for the activities of the six stations
- Training courses in universal carpentry 

Seven local events were organized in March, in order to inform the pub-
lic on project objectives, partners, activities and results to be achieved in 
the following three years of the project.

Line of funding: POSDRU

Priority axis and key area of interven-
tion: 6.2

Project duration: 
3 years. (1st January 2011 – 31st De-
cember 2013)

Project type: 
multiregional (Centre and North-East)

Project Location: 
Neamt, Iasi, Bacau, Vaslui and 
Suceava, Harghita

“Network Of Social Inclusion 
In The Labour Market”
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Events:
The opening press conference of the project in Iasi, organized on 7th 
March 2011, was blessed by the presence of Bishop Auxiliary Bishop Peter 
Gherghel and Perca Aurel, who underlined the importance the Church 
gives to support people in difficulty. Also, the event was attended, be-
sides the representatives of Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi by Mr. Heinz 
Josef Kessmann, director of Caritas Diocesan Münster and by Rev. Mate 
Robert spiritual director of Caritas-Alba-Iulia, representatives of the two 
partners in the project. The event was joined by many representatives 
of the local authorities, other NGOs and volunteers and collaborators of 
Caritas Iasi.

Transnational Seminar: Caritas Münster organized a transnational 
seminar in Germany, from 22nd to 29th May 2011, which was attended 
by 25 specialists involved in the project.

During the seven days of training that took place in Münster, the participants had the opportunity to see models of 
social inclusion on the labor market of vulnerable groups, a field where Caritas Germany has extensive experience. 
Thus, training centers, social shops, sheltered workshops, a center for migrants were visited, all aimed at integrating 
disadvantaged categories of people into the labor market. Extremely useful were the meetings with Bishop Felix 
Genn and Auxiliary Bishop Dieter Geerlings, and deputy mayor of Munster, Mrs. Karin Reismann, and with the politi-
cian Karl Schiewerling. All these meetings emphasized how important the collaboration between the Church and 
State are in order to promote human dignity and social justice.

“A Million Stars” campaign was organized this year together with other Caritas organizations in the country 
and in Germany, on 12th November 2011, and it aimed to promote volunteer activities in the field of inclusion of 
disadvantaged groups on the labor market. Thus, the event took place simultaneously in all project locations and 
Münster, attended by over 1,000 people. Solidarity with people in need, represented symbolically by lit candles, was 
expressed by the presence of Bishop Peter Gherghel, Auxiliary Bishop Aurel Perca, Fr. Ioan Sârghi, representative of 
the Romanian Orthodox Church at the event, many priests of the diocese or from elsewhere, and by the presence 
of local authorities in Husi, Suceava, Sabaoani and Onesti.

At the end of the year we can state that 629 people were supported in the project, of whom:
-131 persons attended training courses in the field of home care for seniors (100), childcare (20) and carpentry (11),
- 424 persons received medical care and social assistance at home,
- 74 persons benefited from social and professional guidance and advice to find a job, 10 people are already inte-

grated on the labor market.
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Economical and 
financial aspects

1%

67%

27%

4% 1%

 Beneficiaries of material support: 
 - persons in difficulty (through parishes) 
 - persons in difficulty (through various associations) 
 - educational institutions, placement centres
 - hospitals, dispensaries, homes for the elderly
 - churches

Material support in 2011

food - 1% clothes - 1%

construction materials, sanitary appliances - 27% hygienic and sanitary materials  - 4%

miscellaneous - 1%
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12%

50%

33%

2% 3%

42%

16%

30%

2% 1%
9%
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Expenses in 2011

Income sources in 2011

subsidies from the state and local budget - 12%

non-reimbursable funds  - 50%

external incomes  - 33%

collections from Roman catholic parishes (during Lent, Advent) - 2%

other internal income sources (sponsorships, donations, health insurance, 
2%, other Caritas funds)  - 3%

social inclusion on the labour market programs- 
42%

social and educational programs for children 
and young people - 16%

medical and social programs for the elderly - 
30%

social programs for persons with disabilities - 2%

programs for interventions in emergencies and 
natural disasters- 1%

social programs for families, disadvantaged per-
sons - 9%
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Collaborators, Partners,
Donors, Sponsors

Partnerships with institutions and other NGOs:
România: Adevărul de Seară Iaşi, Iasi International Airport, Iasi County Agency for Employment, Iasi County Agen-
cy for Social Services, National Agency for Community Programs in Education and Professional Training, Aiesec 
Iași, Alconf Iași, Apollo Mod Distribution, „Alaturi de Voi” Association, Iasi branch, „Ecovas” Association Vaslui, „Primul 
Pas” Association, „St. Joseph” Catholic Action of Iasi Diocese, Caritas Bacau Association, Caritas Bucuresti Associa-
tion, Caritas Catholic Association Oradea, Caritas Greek Catholic Association Cluj, Caritas Greek Catholic Association 
Oradea, Caritas Greek Catholic Association Blaj, Caritas Roman Association, „St. Vincent de Paul” Charity, „Catalizator” 
Association Iași, Rehabilitation Medical Centre Association Iasi, Alcoholics Rehabilitation Association from Romania, 
Consensual Association, Youth for Mission Christian Charity (Iasi), Caritas Greek Catholic Association Maramures, 
Muscular Dystrophy Association from Romania- Iasi branch, Kolping Moldova Association, Kairos Association, As-
sociation for Community Relations Cluj, Romanian Association for Behavioural and Cognitive Therapy, Signis As-
sociation Romania, Bit Defender Iaşi,  Carrefour Felicia, Bacau Heath Insurance Funds, Iasi Heath Insurance Funds, 
Neamt Heath Insurance Funds, Suceava Heath Insurance Funds, Vaslui Heath Insurance Funds, „Mihai Ursachi” Cul-
tural House (Iasi), „St. Alois Scrosoppi” Day Care Centre, HECUBA Mother and Child Residential Centre, „Pro Vita” Cen-
tre, „Jesus Christ’ Sacred Heart” Aid for Life Centre, „Ion Holban” Placement Centre, Anti Drugs Centre for Evaluation, 
Prevention and Counseling Iasi, „Xaverianum” Centre for Culture and Spirituality,  National College of Arts „Octav 
Bancila” (Iasi), Caritas Confederation Romania, „Daughters of Saint Mary of Providence” Congregation („Don Alois 
Guanella” project) Iasi, „Sisters of Providence” Congregation, St. Leonardo Murialdo Congregation Roman, “Brothers 
of the Christian Schools” Congregation, „La Salle” Placement Centre, Congregatio Jesu, St. Dorothea Sisters Con-
gregation, Roman, Bacau Local Council, Suceava Local Council,  Bacău Local Council, Local Gropniţa Local Council, 
Halaucesti Local Council, Husi Local Council, Mircesti Local Council, Oteleni Local Council, Rachiteni Local Council, 
Sagna Local Council, Sabaoani Local Council, Cronica de Iași, Community Assistance Directorate of Iaşi, Labour and 
Social Protection Directorate, Supervision Office of the Iasi Law Court, The General Directorate of Child Protection 
and Social Assistance (Iasi), County Youth Department (Iasi), E-ON Iasi, Chisinau Roman Catholic Diocese, Iasi Roman 
Catholic Diocese, Caritas Federation of Timisoara Diocese, „Casa Sperantei” Cultural Foundation (Iasi), „Iosif” Founda-
tion, Bethany Foundation, „Speranta Bolnavilor” Medical Foundation, Motivation Foundation România, Solidarity 
and Hope Foundation (Iasi), „Omenia” Humanitarian Foundation, „Victorine Le Dieu” Foundation Oneşti, Casa „Buna-
Vestire”,  World Vision Foundation; „Anghel Saligny” High School Iasi, „Mihail Sturdza” High School Iasi, Conex Group 
Iasi, „Stefan Procopiu” High School,  Iași Fun, Iasi Gendarmerie Inspectorate, Petru Poni Institute Iași, Iulius MALL, Ro-
manian Gendarmerie, „Vasile Alecsandri” High School (Iasi), „Save the Children” Organisation, Caritas Alba Iulia, Cari-
tas Satu Mare, „St. Joseph” Parish (Buruienesti), „St. Therese” Parish (Iasi), Cauesti Parish, Maximum Security Prison Iasi, 
Polyclinic no. 1 Iasi, Bârnova Townhall, Dobrovăţ Townhall, Iasi Townhall, Program Evaluation SRL,  Buna Ziua Radio 
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Station (Iasi), Nord-Est Radio Station, Vox T Radio Station, Inter-Institutional Anti Drugs Network, Lumina Crestinului 
Magazine, S.C. FloraLine SRL,  S.C. Grupul de Presă Medianet S.A,   Bacau Social Assistance Public Service, Spitalul 
Emergency Hospital for Children “St. Mary” Iași, Hospital for Chronic Diseases Siret, Iasi Rehabilitation Hospital, Iasi 
Emergency Hospital, Hospital no. 2 Iasi, Hospital no. 3 Iasi, Hospital no.1 Iasi, Stelco Iași , Regional Radio Studio (Iasi), 
SVP Onesti, „Dimitrie Sturdza” School (Iasi), „Nicolae Iorga” School (Iasi), „Titu Maiorescu” School (Iasi), „Vasile Conta” 
School (Iasi), „Vasile Lupu” High School (Iasi), “Veronica Micle” School, TeleM, TVR Iaşi,  “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University 
(Iasi), the Faculty of Philosophy, Social Assistance Department; “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University (Iasi), the Faculty of 
Physical Education and Sports – the Kinesitherapy and Special Physiology Department, University of Arts George 
Enescu Iași, The Facultyof  Fine Arts, Decorative Arts and Design, Buna Ziua Iasi Newspaper, Ziarul de Iasi Newspaper, 
Opinia Studenteasca Newspaper. 
France:  Auteuil International
Germany:  KFD Munster Association, Caritas Munster, Caritas Germania
Switzerland:   Caritas Ticino, Caritas Elveţia
Italy:  „Enzo B” Association, Caritas Diözese Bozen-Brixen

Donors and sponsors
România: Banca Comerciala Romana, SC Ozone Laboratories SRL Bucuresti, Continental Concern Iasi, Bacau Local 
Council, Suceava Local Council, Bacau Local Council, Damienesti Local Council, Halaucesti Local Council, Husi Local 
Council, Mircesti Local Council, Oteleni Local Council, Rachiteni Local Council, Sabaoani Local Council, Decathlon 
Iași, Editura Corint, EON Moldova, EON Servicii SRL, Era Shopping Park, ELMOL Foundation, Herlitz România, Lex 
Grup Iași, The Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Protection, Panifcom SRL Iași, Roman-Catholic Parishes from Iasi 
Diocese, Roman-Catholic Parishes from Italy, Great Britain, Ireland, Spain, Bacau Town Hall, Doljesti Town Hall, Husi 
Town Hall, Iasi Town Hall, Sagna Town Hall, SC BB Farm SRL, SC Bras SRL Iaşi,  SC Ermes Holding SRL,  SC Iaşisting SRL, 
SC Lumen Media SRL, SC PIM SRL, SC Stelco SRL, Universal Online Promotion.
Germany: Alexianer Brüdergemeinschaft Gmbh, Caritas Munster, Clementia – Dusseldorf, Claus Winter, Deu.ro.pa 
Munster, Deutscher Caritasverband, Gerkens Stiftung, Katholische Kirchengemeinde Heilig Geist, Emsdetten, KFD 
Munster, Kirchengeneide St. Marien, Emsdetten, Schȕtzenstr.4148282 Emsdetten, Humanitäre Kinderhilfe Osteur-
opa e.V.Bönen, Malteser Hilfsdienst Emsdetten, TheOrder of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem, Porticus Dusseldorf – Clem-
entia Dusseldorf , „St. Joseph” Parish, Münster, Pr. Franz Lutum, Stiftung „Caritas Bistum Iasi”- Schermbech, Renovabis, 
Rumanienhilfe Altendiez E.V., Triumph des Henzens.
Austria:  Caritas Austria, Freiwilligengruppe aus Wells, Selbstbesteuerungsgruppe der Emmausfreunde St. Pölten
Italy: Aktiv Hilfe fuer Kinder, Chiese dell’est onlus San Paolo Association, Brescia, “Chiese dell’est” Onlus Association, 
Lotta per la Vita Association, Matteo Padova Association, Caritas Ambroziana, Caritas Antoniana-Padova, Caritas Itali-
ana, Caritas Trieste, “Aiutare i Bambini” Onlus Foundation, Oratorio salesiano Samber Brescia, Onlus Vip Italia, Grevo 
and Cedegolo Parishes.
Spain: Caritas Spain
Ireland: Hope International Association
Switzerland: Caritas Switzerland, Caritas Ticino
France:  Auteuil International,  Secours Catolique Ardenne
USA: Caritas Canton
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„St. Joseph” Placement Centre
Address: Iasi, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax: 004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro
Caritas Social Assistance Office
Address: Iasi, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax:004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro
The Development and Fundraising Office
Address: Iasi, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax:004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro
„Home Care Centre” Program
1. Home Care Centre Iasi, Aleea Oltea Doamna, no. 3;  

phone: 004-0232-210085
2. Home Care Centre Roman, Grivitei no.1, Roman, Neamt 

county, phone: 004-0233-742365
3. Home Care Centre Bacau, Petru Rares, bl.9, sc.B, ap.1, 

Bacau, phone/fax: 004-0234-545289
4. Home Care Centre Husi, Corni no.25, Husi, Vaslui county, 

phone/fax: 004-0235-481466
5. Home Care Centre Iugani, Iugani, Mircesti commune, Iasi 

county, phone: 004-0232-718654
6. Home Care Centre Rachiteni, Rachiteni commune, Iasi, 

phone: 004-0232-718654
7. Home Care Centre Onesti, Pr. Eduard Sechel no. 3, Onesti, 

Bacau county, phone: 004-0234-313121
8. Home Care Centre Suceava, T.Vladimirescu no. 14, 

Suceava, phone/fax: 004-230-530022
9. Home Care Centre Sagna, Sagna commune, Neamt 

county, phone: 004-233-766566
10. Home Care Centre Saveni, Gropnita commune, Iasi 

county, phone: 004-0232-414190
11. Home Care Centre Halaucesti, Halaucesti commune, Iasi 

county, phone: 0232 718 654
12. Home Care Centre Sabaoani, Sabaoani commune, 

Neamt county, phone: 0233 735 575
13. Home Care Centre Oteleni, Oteleni commune, Iasi 

county, phone: 0232 730 353
14. Home Care Centre Damienesti, Damienesti commune, 

Bacau county, phone: 0234 222 510

15. Home Care Centre Siret, Castanilor no. 5 E, Suceava, 
phone: 0230 281 078

16. Home Care Centre Pârgaresti, Pârgaresti commune, 
Bacau county, phone/fax: 0234 313 121,  
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro

„Don Bosco” Resource Centre for Children and Young
People Iasi
Address: Iasi, Oltea Doamna no. 3
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax: 004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro
„Don Bosco” Resource Centre for Children and Young
People Buruienesti
Address: Bisericii St., Buruienesti, Doljesti commune,
Neamt county
Phone: 004-233-780884
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro
Assistance and Counseling Office for Disabled Persons Iasi
Address: Iasi, Theodor Pallady no. 4, 700454
Phone/Fax: 004-0232-410076
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro
Centre for Social and Professional Insertion of Young
People in Difficulty
Address: Iasi, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax: 004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro
Anti Drugs Prevention, Evaluation and Counseling
Office
Address: Iasi, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax: 004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro
Emergencies and Natural Disasters Intervention
Program
Address: Iasi, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax:004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro

Contact

Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi
Address: Iasi, Sararie no. 134, 700116
Phone: 004-0232-210085; Fax: 004-0232-217998
E-mail: contact@caritas-iasi.ro
Web site: www.caritas-iasi.ro

Unique Taxpayer Reference: 4488681
Bank: BRD Sucursala Iaşi, str. Anastasie Panu 1B-2°
Swift (BIC): BRDEROBU
Bank account lei: RO09 RNCB 0175 0336 1918 0001, BCR Iaşi
Bank account lei: RO36BRDE240SV08119112400
Bank account Euro: RO94BRDE240SV06888962400
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Each day of the year 2011 was regar-
ded by Caritas Roman Association em-
ployees and volunteers as a gift and as 
a new opportunity to meet the needs of 
people who receive our social and me-
dical services. 

Especially significant were two days of April from last year, which 
brought joy to the Church, and which preceded the date of 1st May 
2011 when Pope John Paul II was declared Blessed. While waiting for 
this much desired day by all Catholic Christians worldwide, the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Iasi through Roman Caritas Association was happy 
to complete the construction of some buildings that will support many 
weak and socially disadvantaged persons.

In 2011, after numerous financial and human efforts, and after many 
years of waiting, on 29th and 30th April three new projects of Caritas 
Roman were consecrated and opened. Thus, on 29th April, at 5 p.m. , the 
new headquarters of Caritas Maternity Centre from Turtureşti, Neamt 
county, was blessed and inaugurated in the presence of Reverend Peter 
Gherghel - Bishop of Roman Catholic Diocese of Iasi, Reverend Dieter 
Geerlings - Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Münster, Germany, Fr. Egid-
iu Condac – director of Caritas Iasi Centre, many Catholic priests from 
Piatra Neamt, Roman and Gherăeşti, local and central authorities as well 
as many benefactors and friends from our country, Germany and Italy.

The words addressed to the audience by their Excellencies, H.H. Peter 
Gherghel and H.H. Dieter Geerlings referred to the Gospel passage from 
St. Mark, ch. 9, v. 33-37, which bears over more than two millennia the 
purpose of this social project, which is found in the Social Doctrine of 
the Church: “ And he took a child, and put him in the midst of them; and 
taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever receives one such 
child in my name receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not 
me but him who sent me.”

Father Cristian Galatanu, president of Caritas Roman briefly described 
the project from idea to the present stage, hosted by the new location, 
and thanked all who were involved in one form or another in provid-

Caritas Roman Association
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ing dignified living conditions for the mother-child couples who pass 
through difficult moments of life. 
Also, some of the participants who helped to materialize the project 
were invited to speak. Moreover, the children accommodated in the 
house pleased their assistance with a short artistic program, completed 
with a moving testimony of Ms. Mihaela Tise, coordinator of the project 
since its inception in 2002.

On the other hand, on 30th April, at 11 a.m., Fr. Daniel Ghitiu, parson 
of Gherăeşti Catholic parish community, accompanied by Mr. Carol 
Bereşoaie - mayor of Gherăeşti and Fr. Cristian Galatanu - president of 
Caritas Roman Association, in a festive atmosphere, received and sent 
welcome greetings to the guests, H.H. Gherghel Petru, former son of the 
village Gherăeşti, H.H. Aurel Perca and H.H. Dieter Geerlings, who subse-
quently blessed the Caritas Home for Elderly.

The participants to this blessing, together with Caritas Roman Association staff, enjoyed the warm rays of the sun, 
and the messages of encouragement and appreciation of the bishops, the local county and central authorities. Fa-
ther Cristian Galatanu expressed his gratitude towards Gherăeşti Roman-Catholic parish, which contributed to this 
project by providing the land on which the new social centre was built, towards their Excellencies for their blessing, 
prayer and support, and also towards those who contributed to the completion of the building that now houses 
the first beneficiaries.
The festive atmosphere was completed by the participation to a joint meal accompanied by the folk music ensem-
ble from Falticeni.

Also on Saturday, 30th April, after the Holy Mass concelebrated by H.H. Petru Gherghel, P. S. Dieter Geerlings, vicar 
Emanuel Imbrea, Fr. Cristian Galatanu, Fr. Francisc Fărcăşel and Fr. Mihai Budau jr., in “St. Jeremy” Church from Roman, 
in the presence of the persons who attended the Mass and the guests of honor, Caritas Social Canteen, located in 
the basement of the church was consecrated.
After years of hard work, in memory of those holidays we should thank those who supported us in order for these 
programs to come to life.

Thus, we wish to thank H.H. Petru Gherghel for his blessing and spiritual support. We want to dedicate His Excel-
lency the bishop these three new projects as a gift for the 21 years of episcopacy celebrated on 1st May. We also 
thank H.H. Aurel Perca whom we always felt close to us through discretion and refinement.
We address a grateful thought to His Excellency Dieter Geerlings, Auxiliary Bishop of Münster. He is an old friend of 
our diocese, of Caritas Iasi Diocesan Centre and Caritas Roman Association since the period when he was Director 
of the Caritas Diocesan Centre of Münster. In fact, his episcopal emblem includes also the Caritas logo, which is a 
sign that he will always carry this institution in his heart, his prayers and concerns.

1. Home for the Elderly in Gherăeşti: in this project we benefit from the support of Little Servants of Christ, the 
King Congregation, through sisters Ines and Gabriela who coordinate the activities in the home. The home can 
provide social assistance, housing, social and medical care and food for 26 seniors. In order to ensure a more enjoy-
able environment for the accommodated people, a leisure room for reading and watching TV together and a green 
area was created.
Currently, the Home is hosting nine seniors and numerous other requests for admission are being evaluated.
The new Caritas Roman project is well integrated into the local community.
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2. The International Day of the Elderly was celebrated at the begin-
ning of October 2011: under a clear sky in a sunny autumn day, around 
80 seniors from all Roman Catholic parishes in Roman together with 
beneficiaries of the Medical-Social Care Centers of Roman and Sagna, 
celebrated the International Day of the Elderly. The day started with a 
solemn celebration of the Holy Mass, and was later followed by a festive 
meal.

The event, which has become a local tradition, occurred under the pa-
tronage of Caritas Roman Association in collaboration with St Jeremy 
parish which hosted the event. During the Mass, the priest appealed for 
the exchange between generations and the appreciation of the elderly, 
whose duty is to guide the younger generations, and share their life ex-
periences, but reminded also the young people about their obligation 
to respect and value the elderly. These ideas were highlighted through 
an audio-visual material, designed especially for this event.
The celebration was followed by a joint meal which gave the occasion of 
an emotional reunion for the elderly.
The festivity ended with the desire from the organisers to repeat the 
event the following year, with a larger participation.

3. World Day of the Sick was celebrated by our association through a 
pilgrimage to Cacica for 25 sick people, accompanied by five employees 
of Sagna and Roman Home Care Centers. 

These two centres operate successfully within the national and dioc-
esan Caritas project and receive significant material and logistical sup-
port from Caritas Roman Association. On this occasion, we wish to thank 
our partners and sponsors from the country, and from abroad, especially 
those from Italy and Germany.

Caritas Roman Association
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There are 180 beneficiaries of this project in Roman: 56 of them are daily 
visited and cared for. Moreover, in the Sagna Home Care Centre there are 
50 beneficiaries, who are cared for with the support of the Local Council. 
The two centres operate through 13 employees.

4. The Social Canteen: It is a program which offers lunch for 70 poor 
families in Roman, from Monday to Friday. The food is delivered by the 
home care centre staff, but also at the canteen, located in the basement 
of St. Jeremy Church in Roman. In 2011, the program was supported by 
the City Council of Roman.

5. Seniors’ Club: The project is carried out in partnership with St. Jer-
emy Parish from Roman. The core of this club is made up of a group of 
enthusiastic seniors from this parish, for whom social activities, holidays, 
trips, etc. are organized on various occasions. The weekly meetings are 

attended by around 10 persons, and the monthly meetings are attended by up to 70 seniors.
Also, the seniors are involved as volunteers in the social canteen activities, where they cut and can vegetables for 
the winter or they knit different clothes and socks for the children and mothers in the maternity center.

6. Maternity Centre in Turtureşti: hosted nine mothers and 13 children in 2011. In order to improve the quality 
of the services, immediately after the dedication of the new headquarters, works on the building of two new homes 
were started. In one of them a physiotherapy room is to be set up for children with locomotor problems and in the 
other two apartments will be arranged. In this way, we will increase our capacity to accommodate the beneficiaries, 
as our desire is to give these mothers the possibility of learning household skills in an environment as close to the 
family as possible. This will be a second phase to acquire self-confidence and a better integration in society through 
a closely supervised self-management.

7. The Gym and Rehabilitation Centre, the Physiotherapy Office: These two projects have far exceeded our 
expectations and vision from the beginning.
Thus, around 70 patients attended approximately 400 sessions per month in the gym and rehabilitation centre. 
The beneficiaries have different diagnoses, such as lumbar sciatica, herniated disc, rickets sequelae, deviation of 
the spine, musculoskeletal injuries, neurological illnesses, etc. Two kinesitherapists provide massage and medical 
gymnastics services in this centre.

The physiotherapy centre offers treatments for bone pain using electrotherapy and paraffin. The office is served by 
a balneo-physiotherapy doctor and a nurse.

8. Support for Life Centre offers assistance for individuals and families in need. The beneficiaries are found among 
poor families with many children and unemployed parents, sick children who need financial aid for operations and 
treatments, families affected by calamities, etc.. In 2011, we continued to support such cases either by providing 
financial assistance for connecting the houses to the electricity system, or by raising new houses. In collaboration 
with the Home Care Center, we also offer these families food packages on the occasion of Easter and Christmas.
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9. Medical Programs: Caritas pharmacy, the medical and dental office 
represent a main attraction of our organization. Their work is known lo-
cally and trusted by all those seeking such services. In the medical cen-
tre, about 50 examinations are conducted weekly. The pharmacy contin-
ued to release thousands of recipes thanks to our partners abroad, and 
the dental office provides advice and treatment for special social cases.

Contact

Str. Grivitei no. 1 – 3, Roman, 611104
Phone/ Fax: 0040-233-742220
Cell: 0729 292 848
E-mail: caritasroman@clicknet.ro

Unique Taxpayer Reference: 13389814
Bank account B.C.R. LEI: 2511.A01.0.332106.0198ROL.1
IBAN: RO56RNCB0198003321.060001
Bank account B.C.R. EURO: 
2511.A01.0.3321.06.0918.EUR.3
IBAN: RO02RNCB0198003321.06000

Caritas Roman Association
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Caritas Bacau Association

What we do
We:
• identify persons in difficult situations; 
• register and evaluate the requests from solicitants;
• set measures according to the identified needs; 
• monitor the beneficiaries;
• implement funding projects for the provided services;
• cooperate with other social institutions.

Caritas Bacău Team:
• Fr. Lucian Simon - President 
• Silvia Varga - social worker, project coordinator
• Lucian Pal - social worker, coordinator of the Volunteer Departament 
• Maria Bejan - nurse
• Dr. Pescariu Maria - dentist
• Genoveva Burcă - psychologist, volunteer
• Dr. Dobîndă Aurelia - general practitioner
• Bordeianu Manuela - kinesitherapist
• Enăşel Constanţa - bathhouse attendant
• Dr. Vlad Mariana - balneologist
• Dr. Oanca Gabriel - geriatrician, volunteer

Undoubtedly, the activities we carried out in 2011 would not have been 
as successful had we not received the support, dedication and involve-
ment of over 50 volunteers of the association, whom we thank heartily 
for what they did and whom we consider part of our team - a relatively 
small team, but full of excitement.

Caritas Bacau Association was set up in 
1996 through its first project - Mini Rest 
Home for the Elderly - and its mission is 
to restore human dignity of persons in 
a difficult moment of life, to bring hope, 
joy and faith to the weak and help-
less persons. Thus we offer support to 
the homeless, elderly, disabled people, 
youth and children and other vulner-
able groups that require our support.
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Caritas Bacău Association Projects

• Permanent projects:

1. Assisted living facilities for the elderly - is the first project of our 
association, was started in 1996 and aims to improve quality of life of 
homeless elderly in Bacau County. The activities in the project include: 
the assessment of the elderly’s needs, individualized support services, 
social and leisure activities, empowerment of the elderly and weekly 
support groups. All the activities in the house aim to provide the 12 
beneficiaries of the project, conditions as close to family environment as 
possible, to turn it into a place where everyone can feel useful and ful-
filled. In 2011, the “Assisted living facilities for the elderly” were financed 
by the Bacau County Council for three months.

2. Caritas Social Assistance Office - was set up in 1998 in order to reduce the number of poor families in Bacau 
and to improve the quality of their life by providing specific services for disadvantaged categories of people. The 
main activities of the project for the 80 beneficiaries registered in 2011, consisted of providing emotional support, 
counseling, information and effective support in emergency situations. Examples of such counseling and support 
activities are: Support Group for Mothers and Support Group for Disadvantaged Persons, constantly attended by 
15 beneficiaries.
In 2011, “Caritas Social Assistance Office” received funding from the Local Council Bacau for seven months.

3. The Center for Spirituality and Spa „Fericitul Ieremia Valahul” located in Sarata Băi, 10 km away from Ba-
cau, under the care of Caritas Bacau Association, offers all people and especially the poor, various treatments for 
a variety of rheumatic diseases. The centre benefits from professional staff and provides quality services to ensure 
access to expert medical services for as many categories of persons as possible, without discrimination.

4. Caritas Bacau Dental Office - is equipped with high performance instruments and a dentist offers specific ser-
vices to various social cases recorded in our association. In 2011, over 1,000 people received treatment in this office.
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5. Spiritual Care for Bacau Prison – the religious assistance carried 
out in collaboration with the Roman-Catholic Parish „Fericitul Ieremia 
Valahul” from Bacău, is addressed to all inmates of Bacau prison, who 
require it, and consists of individual service: confession, prayer and con-
ferences. This activity adds to the efforts of the Catholic Church to care 
for all the prisons in Romania, aiming at the social reintegration of per-
sons in execution of prison sentences and at the moral change of their 
behavior in a positive way.

6. Caritas Bacau Volunteer Department - was set up in the European 
Year of Volunteering - 2011 - in order to offer the community our service 
experience over the years. Although we did not have a very well organ-
ized structure, we have been working with many volunteers, therefore 
we intended to strengthen the belief that volunteering is a viable re-
source for the sustainable development of the community. The projects 
created and run by this department are entirely based on voluntary ser-
vice and are addressed to young people and children from families with 
limited financial possibilities (like accompanying school projects, cam-
paigns for gathering goods and campaigns to combat discrimination 
against people with disabilities).

7. “Hope for the Future” is a program sponsored and fully supported 
by the Foundation Hope for the Future, U.K., which offers support to 
three families in Bacau. They receive financial aid which they use accord-
ing to their needs.

• Periodic projects:

1. The “Wings to Freedom” campaign - started in 2009, occurs on 
1st June each year and aims to promote all children’s rights and equal 
opportunities. The campaign was first set up by the Office of Support & 
Advice for Disabled Persons within Caritas Bacau Association, then taken 

Caritas Bacau Association
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over by Caritas Social Office and it consists of flying as many kites as 
possible to symbolize the desire of children to be treated equally, to be 
free to play, to live their childhood, to receive affection and protection 
from the adults. Therefore, through this campaign we try to be among 
the first who leave behind prejudices and play for several hours with the 
children on 1st June and in the same time we raise the awareness of the 
community towards the rights of children to live their childhood without 
borders or discrimination. The yearly average number of beneficiaries of 
this campaign is 200 children and adults. 

2.”A Million Stars” campaign was lit in 2011 too, in the center of Bacau 
for the second consecutive year. Approximately 200 people participating 
to the event were invited to support with a small gesture the work of 
Caritas Bacau for the people in need. The event was organized by the So-
cial Assistance Office team, and was supported by the Home Care Center, 

Volunteer Department and the City Hall of Bacau. The approximately 250 candles were lit on Saturday, 12th November 
2011, at 5:00 p.m., in the market Tricolorului of Bacau, and it was a good time for us to promote human solidarity and 
volunteering, but also a time to build confidence that the work performed in the service of charity never remains un-
answered, especially that small gestures made together can bring great benefits to the people in need.

3. ONGFest Bacau - the biggest event of the Romanian civil society, a promoter of philanthropic and voluntary be-
havior and public participation, but also an opportunity for NGOs to bring the non-governmental organizations to 
the attention of citizens and the general public was organized by The Civil Society Development Foundation (CSDF) 
Bucharest. It was an extraordinary opportunity for Caritas Bacau to be present and visible among other NGOs in 
Bacau for three days (16th to 18th September 2011). During the three days, the Volunteer Department successfully 
represented the association and attended conferences, seminars, an NGO Fair and an artistic program within it. 
Moreover, in the presentation tent, more than 100 children and adolescents participated in various workshops on 
handmade objects, clay modeling and origami, while their parents were informed about the projects of the associa-
tion and were handed over 200 leaflets.
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4. The Senior Day - was celebrated as every year on 1st October 2011, 
on the occasion of St. Therese of the Child Jesus feast in St. Jeremy par-
ish in Bacau. During the liturgy of 10:30 a.m., celebrated together with 
all beneficiaries of Caritas Bacau Association, adults and elderly people 
gathered in communion in front of the holy altar, in order to give a spe-
cial significance to the International Day of the Elderly. Caritas Bacau As-
sociation helped the elderly to come to church and invited them on 
this special occasion, to a festive dinner after the Divine Liturgy. During 
this dinner the elderly had the opportunity to share each others’ experi-
ences and emotional recollections. The volunteers involved in our social 
projects played an important role in the event and gave each person 
an icon and a flower as a token of appreciation and permanent support 
for their needs. We thank all those who attended the feast, the priests of 
St. Jeremy parish for hosting us and God for this beautiful opportunity 
to show appreciation to the elderly, who are for us a resource and not a 
burden. 

5. “Santa Claus, I want to grow healthy” was a campaign conducted 
by Caritas, in partnership with Bacau County Hospital in December 2011. 
It consisted of donations of medicines, medical products, personal hy-
giene supplies and other basic necessities and non-perishable food for 
children and families in need, in localities with a low social and econom-
ic level in Bacau County. Moreover, besides these donations Bacau Cari-
tas also provided info leaflets on hygiene and the prevention of disease. 
The aim of this campaign was the prevention and control of specific 
diseases of children in rural areas. This campaign reached a total of 500 
beneficiaries from Bacau County.

6. The Christmas packs campaign conducted in December 2011, in 
collaboration with the humanitarian organization Round Table from 
Germany offered gifts from Santa Claus and Saint Nicholas to more than 
5,000 children from villages with a low social and economic level from 
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Bacau county and to children hospitalized in the Pediatrics Department 
of Bacau County Hospital. (PHOTO NO. 14)

What we plan for the future

• Future plans:

1. Stop the Violence - a project intended to support and advise per-
sons who are subject to domestic violence

2. Family on the way to life - a project which aims to support large 
families with low incomes

3. I was hungry and you gave me to eat ... - social canteen project, 
providing a daily meal to a large number of people in difficulty

4. “Non-formal points - a PLUS for education” - aims to diversify alternative education services, by setting up 
“non-formal points” (after-school centres) in order to provide safe, meaningful and enjoyable free time for students 
in 1st-4th grades, in two areas of the city of Bacau, during a school year. Through these activities we aim to reduce 
school dropout and improve educational achievement and access to education, to bring added value to education 
and training, and to promote learning as a value in itself.

5. “Education for the Future” aims to provide a complete education and to create and develop independent 
and competitive living skills for 60 high school students from Bacau city by promoting active citizenship and by 
involving them in volunteering and personal development activities and by developing their entrepreneurial spirit 
and creativity. The project is intended as a model of good practice for everyone concerned, the first project that 
addresses the low learning outcomes of the youth, especially at the baccalaureate exam, correlating this difficulty 
with a preparation for independent living, trying to support young people, parents, teachers, school and society in 
general.

6. The “Older Brother” project is intended to provide educational alternatives at home for children and youth 
with disabilities in the city of Bacau with the help of volunteers. The project aims to train 20 volunteers in the field of 
home education for persons with disabilities (children and young people) by providing educational alternatives at 
home for 10 people with disabilities in the city of Bacau. The project also includes a fundraising campaign in order 
to continue the activities with community resources. We want to be the “older brother” of children and youth with 
disabilities, in Bacau, so that together with the volunteers we can offer them our support and knowledge.
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A grateful thought...

2011 was a year when, with God’s help and that of many benefactors, we were able to offer support in various 
forms, through projects and activities to about 8,000 people. We feel that this year was useful for our growth and 
our training as workers in the vineyard of the Lord. We are grateful for everything we have achieved and although 
we are a relatively small team, we believe that we are ready to devote ourselves to a great cause, namely: to support 
the restoration of the human dignity of persons in a difficult time of life and to bring a little hope, joy and faith to 
the weak and helpless.

Also, we would like to thank all volunteers and kind people who supported us, believed and were involved in ac-
tions and activities carried out this year. Without their invaluable help, everything we achieved would not have had 
the same value.

A thought of gratitude is directed to all partners, supporters, contributors, sponsors, donors and all persons who 
offered valuable help to the beneficiaries of the association, providing their resources, knowledge and even their 
time for solving cases which sometimes seemed impossible to solve.

We thank all from the heart, we congratulate and encourage them to continue to do good, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to participate through direct involvement in the process of positive change of our world.

Fr. Lucian Simon
President of Caritas Bacău Association

Contact:

Caritas Bacău Association
Calea Moldovei, no. 9

600352 - Bacău
Tel/Fax: 0234.581.661

E-mail: caritasbc@yahoo.com
www.voluntariat-caritas.blogspot.com

www.caritasbacau.ro

Bank account: RO92RNCB002603090969001 
Banca Comercială Română, Bacău branch
Bacău, str. 9 Mai, no. 11, Bacău - 600023
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Mission
The mission of Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi is to put into practice the social doctrine of the Catholic

Church by promoting solidarity, social justice, by promoting life and the dignity of man.

Vision
Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi is an organization made of a motivated and responsible team who

is guided by Christian values and principles: solidarity, respect for human dignity and the human rights,
transparency, devotion, teamwork, responsibility, universality, integrity, community development and

volunteer work.
Caritas promotes charity, provides social services to disadvantaged persons, is a coordination

and resource centre for the Iasi diocese, it is a constant source of models of good practice for the
society and it contributes to its education, support and development.

CENTRUL DIECEZAN CARITAS IAȘI



CARITAS DIOCESAN CENTRE OF IASI

On 14th May 2008, Caritas Diocesan Centre of Iasi was acknowledged as public 
utility association by the Romanian Government Ordinance no. 494.


